
The Chronicles of Yen Tzu
It  was during my first  visit to China over 30 years ago that I came across a legend of 
an ancient academy long since lost in the mountains of an eastern province.

Founded some 2,500 years ago by an immensely successful Patriarch, Yen Tzu, the 
Academy attracted the interest  of great leaders, merchants, and individuals, from all 
over the ancient world; earnestly seeking the secrets of an alchemy proven to deliver 
GREAT prosperity and well-being.

Possibly a member of the inner circle of Taoist  Sages, Yen Tzu would have been fully 
versed in the Metaphysical Wisdom of the Ancients. The Academy’s acclaim grew by 
word of mouth as each enlightened student  graduated and went on to achieve great 
personal prosperity and the Teachings were certainly instrumental in Yen Tzu 
becoming one of the ancient  world′s first  billionaires. Inevitably such success 
attracted the attention of an aspiring Emperor. 

History records that  in the year 213BCE almost all remnants of this ancient teaching 
were destroyed by the first Emperor of what we now consider to be geographical 
China: the ruthless Qin Shi Huang, famous for the army of life-size Terracotta 
Warriors guarding his mausoleum; unearthed in Lintong County, Shaanxi.
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Viewing such teaching as a threat  to the divine rule he had decreed, he was convinced 
that by destroying it  no one would question or usurp his dictatorship. Pursuing this 
policy to control society’s thinking, his brutal Prime Minister, Li Ssu, ordered 
countless sages to be executed and their places of learning and the secrets to 
prosperity and achieving self-mastery to be burned to the ground.

In an attempt to save them from destruction, valuable scrolls and texts were hidden in 
hollowed walls, a time-honoured custom utilised by numerous cultures over the ages. 

Unwittingly, Qin had destroyed the very wisdom that  could have been his greatest 
strength as a leader, and his dynasty ended with his own death.

Ten Years ago I wrote 2 volumes entitled ‘The Teachings of Billionaire Yen Tzu’. 
These books became international bestsellers reaching top ten positions in both South 
Korea and Japan. In addition people around the world began writing a blog that I was 
actually unaware of and there were even songs written about the tales I had written of 
Yen Tzu.

Over the years I have been requested to provide more details about  Yen Tzu and have 
therefore decided to make available a regular section to share never before published 
chronicles of Yen Tzu in addition to some of the lessons I have previously published.

Each lesson takes the form of an esoteric parable followed by both a practical 
explanation and application. Often shaking the pillars of current thinking, they 
uncannily strike deep chords within us, because of the sound truths that resonate from 
them. For achieving self-mastery through individual inner understanding is the only 
sure and timeless way to fully develop our potential, achieve our purpose and ensure 
our prosperity. 
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Developing Consciousness

One evening Yen Tzu came across one of his students sitting on the great stonewalled 
edge of the Academy. Though the student seemed to gaze into the distant mountainous 
horizon it was clear from the perplexed face that his mind was focused elsewhere.  Yen 
Tzu enquired as to what was troubling his mind.  

‘I learned today that each of us has the power to repel wealth as much as we do to 
attract it,’ replied the student. ‘That the very factor of having it can change our focus 
to how we can then keep from losing it. Though I already have money, I never do seem 
to have enough. For my part I find it hard to keep from worrying about money whether 
getting, keeping it or losing. And after today’s lesson I am  now concerned that my 
thinking will actually repel what wealth I do have.’

 ‘Then let me first share a story,’ Yen Tzu offered as he sat down on the wall beside the 
student and enjoyed the open vista. ‘Four merchants met on the road to Tai Kwok 
Market. After initial pleasantries they began to ask each other why prosperity shone on 
some and not others...

‘“It is wealth that makes life run smoothly,” said the first. “Yet despite my good efforts 
I never have any, and I am  continually fraught. So, for my part, I am  certain that to 
receive prosperity, you must first have wealth.”

“Having wealth is not the difficulty,” said the second, “it is keeping it that I find so 
hard. The more I try to hang on to my wealth, the more it seems to diminish. So, for my 
part I am certain that to have prosperity, you must first keep it.”
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“Keeping wealth is not the difficulty,” said the third, “it is the making more of it, 
while keeping what you have, that I find so hard. Despite making more it never seems 
to provide me with enough. So, for my part, I am certain that to keep prosperity, you 
must first make it.”

“Having, keeping or making wealth is of no consequence to receiving prosperity,” 
said the fourth, “it is whether your thinking is one of abundance or one of need. So, 
for my part, I am certain that it is not your purse that makes you rich or poor. It is 
your thinking, and it is only abundant thinking that will cause prosperity to shine upon 
you.”

Yen Tzu turned to look at his student. ‘It is important to understand that generally 
when people don’t have, they think about not having; when they have, they think about 
how to not lose it; and when they keep it safe they think about how there is never 
enough. Therefore, people who are worried about not having enough allow it to infect 
their consciousness so much that they merely endorse the insecurity that denies 
prosperity.

‘Those who need things are at the mercy of a scarcity mentality. Most people, as well 
as the majority of businesses, suffer from this, although they are unaware of it. Often 
seemingly successful in spite of themselves, their competitive outlook actually limits 
them. The need of an individual for a greater income is no different from the need of a 
company for greater turnover and profits. After all, the actions that run a business are 
the expressed thoughts of the individuals that fuel it.
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‘Consistent growth and increasing profits are, of course, a healthy benchmark of 
business. Indeed, without profit there can be no business. But the ‘need’ outlook 
takes the view that when a slice of the market pie is taken, there is less of the pie to 
enjoy. The rare ‘abundant’ outlook takes an entirely different view. For example, 
just because one person is fluent in a language does not mean that another cannot 
learn, for there is plenty of vocabulary for everyone.

‘If you think poor you will stay poor, because your 
thinking is focused on what is not wanted. Ask anyone 
what they want in a relationship, in business or in life, 
and it soon reveals how they view their world. When 
they say: ‘Let me tell you about what I don’t want in a 
relationship’ or ‘I know what I don’t like about 
business,’ then you can be fairly certain that they are 
suffering from  a scarcity consciousness, and will 
normally believe they never have enough.

‘Developing an abundance outlook means not having to think about your needs. It 
means establishing your wants and thinking only about those. Thinking abundantly is 
accepting that there is a natural course to obtaining what you want. It will require 
effort, but not struggle.’

‘But surely effort and struggle are the same?’ said the student. ‘I know that I have 
both struggled to get on and made a huge effort to do so.’ 

‘No, they are not the same and indeed each one has its own configuration, as do 
success and failure,’ answered Yen Tzu. ‘Whenever you experience yourself 
struggling with something, be assured that it is not for you. Moreover, if you continue 
to struggle you are putting yourself in the world of the needy. On the other hand, 
healthy effort, however fervent, which leaves you feeling that what you are doing is 
worthwhile and important, is definitely for you. It is vital that these alternatives are 
recognised, as the former means you are operating from  a scarcity mentality, 
whereas the latter confirms you are operating from an abundance mentality.
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‘Dependent on your thinking is your propensity to attract or repel prosperity. To 
develop a wealth consciousness is to never again think about what you lack, and 
about what others lack, and to never view the success of another as confirmation of 
your lack of luck. Rather, whenever you hear news of a friend, relative or colleague 
who has done well, use their success as confirmation that there is infinite abundance 
for you also. 

‘Begin to accept, both intellectually and emotionally, that any scarcity thinking has 
both originated and developed, either consciously or unconsciously, from listening 
and being influenced by others. Then allow your thinking to accept, both 
intellectually and emotionally, the image of abundance in your life as being perfectly 
natural. Doing this over just a few days will make you aware as to how a shift in 
thinking will alter your expectations.’ Yen Tzu stood up to leave, adding as he did so: 
‘This, in turn, leads us to understanding and applying the key secret that ensures a 
definite shift.’

The student quickly stood up too. ‘Applying what key secret?’ he enquired.

Yen Tzu smiled, ‘Do not be too eager, my student,’ he said. ‘That is for a later lesson. 
For now reflect on the words just shared.
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